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Abstracts

2-  who were the first to have used it and how has this use evolved over
time?

3- Were there punctuation signs used for separating sentences in
manuscripts before the age of the printing press and before the
introduction of European punctuation? What were the signs that
were used?

4- How did the transition from manuscripts to printed Arabic books
affect the use of punctuation?

In order to answer these questions the present study used two methods. One
was to analyze works on the use of punctuation in Arabic and the writings of
the pioneers of this usage; the other was to examine a selection of printed
and manuscript texts in order to determine the kind of punctuation they used
and how it evolved. The latter method was used in order to close the
chronological gap between the theoretical writings about punctuation and its
actual use in printed texts. This gap lasted several centuries: Arabic books
began to be printed in Europe at the beginning of the sixteenth century while
writings about punctuation appeared only in the nineteenth century. Clearly
it is impossible to view every single Arabic manuscript and printed book
produced during this long period of time, but we did peruse hundreds.
Together with works on punctuation as mentioned above these enabled us to
observe what punctuation marks were in use in Arabic manuscripts before
the age of the printing press and in the first Arabic printed books as well as
to follow the introduction of European punctuation and later the first Arabic
works on the subject.
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It is of course true that anyone who works for a newspaper will take into
account the intellectual, political, economic and commercial views of the
owners, especially when the paper in question is the organ of a political
party. However, in the course of Samih Al-Qasim’s newspaper career, which
spanned half a century, he always placed his own personal and philosophical
convictions above any other factor, even the desires of the body that
published the paper. In fact, before he accepted a position he always insisted
that he be given room for maneuvering and for expressing his views freely.
It often happened that such an agreement generated conflicts shortly after it
was signed. Whenever this occurred Samih Al-Qasim never hesitated and
always saw to it that his views prevailed over any other consideration.

Al-Qasim’s journalistic style had poetic overtones and was characterized by
precise descriptions, rich imagery, and a poetic narrative style in which
meanings, proofs and convictions were tightly woven into an inimitable
fabric. As a youth he was a skilled reporter of events and later he specialized
in analysis, especially during his work with the Communist press. In the
course of the years during which he was editor of Kull Al- ‘4rab he wrote the
main editorial, in which he presented a candid picture of his people’s
concerns and aspirations and also the constraints and challenges they faced.

Evolution of the Use of Punctuation in Arabic

Mahmud Mustafa
Arabic Language Academy, Nazareth

There exists some disagreement as to when European punctuation signs
began to be used in Arabic texts, as well as on the question of what was used
in printed books and manuscripts before the introduction of these signs. In
the present study we attempt to bring some order into this issue by providing
answers to the following questions:

1- When did European punctuation begin to be used in Arabic.

[v]
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to highlight issues, problems and opinions. In her descriptions she also
presents the civil war in Lebanon and the psychological, social and political
effects it had on the individual.

The third device is the monologue, which the author uses in nearly all of her
novels, albeit quite sporadically. Internal monologues in the novels are used
in order to depict the figure’s struggles within itself and with its
surroundings. Recall, which plays an important role in her texts, is mostly
derived from the figure’s memories, internal dialogues and associations of
ideas, and presented in ways that make the times intermix and intermingle.

Samih Al-Qasim as Journalist

Mustafa Kabha
The Open University

The late Samih Al-Qasim was best known as a poet. However, he was also a
prolific writer in a variety of prose genres, in which he excelled no less than
he did in his verses.

Newspapers were the first platform on which Samih Al-Qasim became
known to the reading public, through poetry as well as other texts, in the
second half of the 1950s, when still in his late teens. He wrote news reports,
poems, and articles of social, political and literary criticism. He began his
career as a correspondent of the Histadrut Labor Federation’s daily
newspaper Al-Yawm for Rama and the Upper Galilee. Subsequently he was
on the editorial board of al-Ghad and edited the Arabic version of the
weekly Ha- ‘Olam Hazeh. Later he was an editor for the Communist papers
Al-Ittihad and Al-Jadid and then for twenty years he was editor-in-chief of
the newspaper Kull Al- ‘4rab.
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monologues and dialogues. In addition, in his plays he made use of modern
devices such as role inversion, dramatic disputes, alienation, masks,
intertextuality and symbolism.

However, Al-Qasim’s prose works cannot be considered as the equal of his
verses. His poetry was much more developed and original, and also
constituted the more significant element in his oeuvre, both qualitatively and
guantitatively. True, his novels, his plays, his articles and his other writings
on political and literary issues have made him very popular in literary,
political and journalistic circles, but his poetry remains his most outstanding
achievement and his most prolific output.

Narrative Devices and Their Relation to the Content of
Literary Discourse in the Writings of Hanan al-Shaykh: Use
of the First Person Singular, Description and Monologue

Rabab Sirhan
The Arab Academic College of Education in Israel, Haifa

In this article we use the dialectic relationship between form and content in
literary texts as the starting point for a discussion of three prominent
narrative devices used by the Lebanese writer Hanan al-Shaykh and how
these are related to the content of her literary discourse.

The first of these devices is her use of the first person singular, whereby she
hands over authority to the woman and moves her from the margins of the
text to the center, which she illuminates. Her use of the first person singular
is evidence that she is prepared to tackle the problems with which she deals
with seriousness and courage and which she presents with great frankness,
despite the attacks which such frankness may invite.

The second device is description, which the author uses as her main
expressive form, especially in her novels, whether as part of the narrative or
as pure depiction. The author uses descriptions of people and places in order
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jurisprudence, and finally, through al-Sakkaki’s (d. 1229) theory of
eloguence.

The article discusses the tripartite division of significance into
correspondence (3&ss), implication (us=3) and necessary consequence
(#'5), highlighting this division’s relevance to the understanding of the
linguistic foundations of the above mentioned Islamic sciences.

Samih Al-Qasim and al-Durr al-Manthidr: A Study on His
Achievements in Literary Prose

Kawthar Jaber Qassum
Haifa University and Sakhnin College

In addition to the rich poetic legacy left by the Palestinian poet Samih Al-
Qasim (1939-2014), consisting of more than thirty poetry collections, he has
also left behind a considerable prose oeuvre, in the form of novels, plays,
literary articles and more. Both his prose and his poetry serve as literary
witnesses to Al-Qasim’s main traits, especially his commitment to the
principle of resistance, his progressive revolutionary views and his concern
for the nation and humankind in general.

In the present paper | analyze his prose and show its distinctive features.
Most of Al-Qasim’s prose writings focus on one of three topics: The
Palestinian issue in all its forms and dimensions; matters of general Arab and
universal concern; documenting his own autobiography. As for the latter
topic, we note that he paid a great deal of attention to describing his
autobiography and his own experiences; in fact, this tendency can be
detected in most of his prose writings and in many of his verses as well.

The style that he adopted in his prose writings was basically the same as that
which he used in his poetry, namely revolutionary realism, occasionally
enhanced with poetic lyricism. He had considerable talent as a novelist,
particularly in narrative storytelling, making use of free associations,

[ii]



AL-Majalla — Journal of the Arabic Language Academy

Identity Formation among Indigenous People
in Majority-Controlled Schools:
Palestinian Arabs in Israel

Ismael Abu-Saad
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Palestinian Arabs in Israel recounts the difficulties of maintaining identity
and culture within a mainstream school system that emphasizes values and
education of the national community to the exclusion of the perspectives,
worldviews and identity formation of the indigenous community. The state-
sponsored education system for Palestinian Arabs in Israel has never been
treated as an independent or complete structure; and neither is it viewed as
forming a legitimate component of the national education system.
Indigenous Palestinians do not have autonomous control over their school
system, and do not hold any of the key decision and policy-making positions
in the national educational infrastructure, which is reflective of their position
in Israeli society in general.

The Theory of Signification in Logic and Its Influence on
Jurisprudence and Eloquence

Ahmad Mahmoud Ighbariah
Tel Aviv University

This article seeks to track the development of the theory of signification
(%_ks Y)Y in Islamic civilization since its first appearance in the logical
writings of Ibn Sma (d. 1037), through al-Ghazali’s (d. 1111) works on
logic, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s (d. 1209) writings on eloquence and
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