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AL-MAJALLA - Journal of the Arabic Language Academy

news articles, studies and speculative essays. At the beginning of the 1960s he had yet to
demonstrate any preference for a specific ideological trend, at least to judge by his choice
of platforms for the publication of his writings.

Darwish’s path towards Communism began hesitantly, with the publication of a poem
of his, entitled “Tremors”, in the newspaper al-Ittihad in August 1958. He then stopped
publishing until August 1961, when he began to be employed as a writer and editor at al/-
Ittihad and al-Jadid. In the latter he published an article, entitled “On Poetry”, the first of
thirty-seven contributions to al-Jadid, in addition to more than two-hundred contributions
to al-Ittihad, in the form of poems and prose texts consisting of editorials, articles and
reports, which bore clear identifying features that played a role in shaping public opinion
among the national Palestinian Arab minority in Israel.

Darwish’s newspaper articles are as original as his poetry. He began his journalistic work
at the start of his career and continued this kind of writing throughout his life. He wrote
not only on literature, but on all aspects of life, so that his writings for the press in the
period in question may well constitute an important source for the study of the life of the
Arab national minority in Israel and its political and cultural evolution in that time.
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Abstracts

communist party, but their real influence was very little. Its influence increased in
the Seventies of the last century. When the military government was cancelled they
began to publish their books.

2. Muhammad °‘Ali Taha (b. 1941) is the representative of the second stream which
falls under the same school of realistic social concept. The literature of this trend was
published in the Seventies. It is easy to say that this literary product does not play
any role in changing the Palestinian society in the period of the military government.
Furthermore it is obvious that this literature tries to rebuild a mythical-literary world,
or, in other words, to produce a retroactive roll about absent circumstances. But it
is right to say that the function of this literature is standing; it is directed to the new
generation who did not live under the military government.

3. In the recent years, in the Eighties and the Nineties, another stream represented by
Mustafa Murrar (b. 1930) began to act. Murrar and other writers lived under the mili-
tary government, but they did not publish any story about this subject. This group’s
common purpose, if it can be said to have one, may be primarily to air latent feelings
which its members were unable to express at the time. However, the inflammatory
aims of the second group are here entirely absent.

% sk sk

Mahmud Darwish, Journalist, Intellectual and Shaper of
Public Opinion (1958-1970)

Mustafa Kabha
The Open University & Tel Aviv University

This article deals with one aspect of Mahmud Darwish’s work, namely his activity as
journalist, and the influence which this activity had on shaping the opinions of his target
readership in the historical period and context in which he wrote his prose and poetic
texts. This is an aspect of Darwish’s writing that has so far been more-or-less ignored by
scholars and writers, who have focused more on his surpassing poetry.

The time period which the article covers extends from the end of the 1950s (when his first
verses were published in the Arabic press) to the beginning of the 1970s (when he left
the country), and focuses on his journalistic work for the Communist press, such as the
newspaper al-Ittihad and the magazine al-Jadid.

At first Darwish published his writings in numerous different papers. He wrote poems,
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Science fiction partakes of the features of other genres as well. In that sense it is not a
pure genre that is distinct from all others. It takes its power from various other types and
styles of literature, such as fantasy, utopian literature, legends, horror stories, and gothic
literature.

There are two distinct types of science fiction. Hard science fiction stresses scientific
facts taken mainly from the natural sciences such as physics, biology and astronomy,
while soft science fiction utilizes technological innovations as a platform for dealing with
psychological, philosophical, political and social issues.

The most important functions of science fiction can be said to be the following: progress
and evolution; criticism and warning; prediction; explaining science; education; a basis
for cultural studies; and defining identity. As a result in recent years there has been a
tendency to introduce science fiction into school and college curricula.

% sk sk

Between Historical Testimony and Mythification of Reality

Palestinian Fiction under Military Government in Israel

Mahmud Ghanayim
Tel Aviv University

This paper begins by addressing three queries concerning the interaction between Pales-
tinian fiction written in Israel, short stories in particular, and the military rule under which
the Arab minority in that country lived from 1948 until the mid—1960s. The first query
concerns the task or function of that literature, given that in the Marxist-dialectic view—
dominant at this time—literature is a call for change and a harbinger of progressive revo-
lution. The second query pertains to the aspirations of the literature in question: whether
it could and did serve as a trustworthy historical reflection of the period of military rule.
The third addresses the philosophy professed by that literature; in other words, the school
to which it belonged. A perusal of the relevant literary texts intimates that any effect they
had on Arab society within Israel during the period of military rule was purely marginal.

This literature can be divided to three trends:

1. The first trend believes in the realistic-social principles. The most dominant writer
of this stream is Hanna ‘Ibrahim (b. 1927). These writers, who belong to this trend,
published their products under the military rule. They suffered from the cruelty of
this rule, imprisoned and divorced from their official positions and employs. A few
short stories were published in daily journals and magazines, especially these of the
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Hybrid Language in Yusuf ’Idris’ Fiction

Sasson Somekh
Tel Aviv University

Yusuf ’Idris (1927-1991), an Egyptian novelist and playwright, was one of the most
daring of modern Arab writers in the use of ‘ammiyya (colloquial) in his books. His
attraction to the colloquial is not limited to his abundant recourse to it in his dialogue, but
the narrative section of his stories are often permeated with colloquialism.

Somekh’s article discusses some textual segments in ’Idris’s works wherein ‘ammiyya
is blended with fusha (the formal or literary language) with the purpose of reflecting
different modes of speech, but also for sake of creating ironic
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Science Fiction: Nature, Genres and Function

Isam Asaqleh
The Arabic Academic College, Haifa

This study analyzes the concept of “science fiction” as it has evolved from the 1930s to
today. The term “science fiction” has never been satisfactorily defined, despite the great
amount of research that has been done on it. As a concept it has remained blurred; some
take it as going back into antiquity, where it becomes indistinguishable from legend and
superstition, while others have associated it with modern science and technology.

According to some researchers science fiction is a literary genre based on imaginary
futuristic scientific inventions and developments, especially in connection with space
travel, time travel, life on other planets, encounters with other life forms, and various
doomsday scenarios such as World War 111, an attack by aliens or dangerous microbes, or
visits by human-like or strange-looking creatures from outer space. According to others,
science fiction is a genre that deals in a fictional manner with the way humans respond
to scientific and technological innovations in the near or far future, as well as with how
mankind would react to finding life on other planets and the kind of life we can expect to
evolve here on earth in the wake of scientific and technological advances. This kind of
literature can also serve as a mask for political satire or for reflections on the secrets of
life and theology.
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The State of Arrival (Wusul) in the Sufi Teachings of Abu

Bakr al-Kalabadhi (d. 380/990):
A Model of the Rhetorical Structure and the Problems of Identifying Wusul
In Tenth Century Sufi Discourse

Arin Salamah-Qudsi
The University of Haifa

If we closely examine al-Kalabadhi’s treatment of the highest mystic state of arrival
(wusul), we come across an interesting Sufi discourse that should be differentiated from
other contemporary or non contemporary Sufi manuals. Although al-Kalabadhi attempted
to cope with the theoretical system of thought that had been developed by the Sufis since
the beginning of the third/ninth century, he avoided any detailed treatment of the final
destination of the Sufi path, i.e. the state of wusul. Textual occurrences in which the state
of wusul was tackled in al- Kalabadhi’s work, al-Ta ‘arruf li-madhhab ahl al-tasawwuf,
show the following:

1. Al-Kalabadhi places the knowledge of God (ma ‘rifa) among the highest stages in the
Sufi route of ascent. The rank of fana (extinction) comes before ma 7ifa, and the state of
unification (fawhid) comes after it. This means that the theoretical content of tawhid was
extended by the early Sufi authors in such a way that it became a synonym for witnessing
God in the heart. It became, therefore, one manifestation of the state of wusul.

2. Al-Kalabadhi devotes the longest chapter in his work to the treatment of fand and
baga (subsistence). He cultivates the idea of the mystic infallibility of the knowers of
God (‘ismat al- ‘arifin) according to which the sufi who attains fana is protected against
returning to his previous lower states. Achieving fana, in al-Kalabadhi’s view, does not
imply a total renunciation of the world, but, contrarily, motivates the sufi to practice the
Muslim principle of “ordering the virtuous and forbidding the wrong” (al-amr bi-I-ma ‘ruf
wa-l-nahi ‘an al-munkar) in public.

3. Unlike his successor al-Qushari, al-Kalabadhi excludes the concept of divine love from
his treatment of wusul.

4. Al- Kalabadhi does not impose a long period of hard ascetic austerities as a condition
for obtaining wusul. Knowledge of God and achieving wusul could be granted by grace
to one who did not seek it at all. I believe that this idea remained marginal in the Sufi
theoretical system until the seventh/thirteenth century, whereas the influential Sufi
theoretician Abu Hafs al-Suhrawardi (d. 632/1234) attempted to consolidate the concept
of jadhb (lit. direct attraction) and the position of majdhub (a person who is effortlessly
attracted to God).
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Surrealist Aspects in Modern Arabic Poetry:

tartila muba ‘thara and huwiyya by Unsi al-Haj

Amina Hassan
The Arabic Language Academy, Haifa

Surrealism, a movement that surfaced in France in the early twenties, is considered one
of the most prominent social and artistic movements not only in France but in the whole
world. This movement appeared as a reaction to the harsh and ambiguous reality left by
the World War [; a reality moreover, that does not give the human being his appropriate
importance. Therefore, Surrealism’s main persistence was complete devotion to the
human being, and the fulfillment of his aspired freedom. Here is where the operation of
this movement begins, leaving marks on different fields, such as art and literature, which
is our main interest at the moment; leading us to say that Surrealism has contributed
towards putting literature on a modern path, a contribution the echoes of which have long
since crossed the borders of France and reached other countries including the Arab world.

This study attempts to identify the effects of the Surrealistic movement on the modern
Arabic poetry. Therefore, we see fit to first present the merits of this movement; among
which are its pioneers, first manifest, and the characteristics of the poem, which is where
our interest lies. After that we dealt with the signs of its appearance in the Arab world,
and the socio-cultural circumstances that prepared the field for its reception and practice
whether be it in art or literature, taking into consideration that it has not been practiced
“to the letter” in the Arab world as is the case in France, for socio-political and religious
reasons. In order to understand the surrealist aspects of the Arabic poem, we see fit to
focus on the study and analysis of two poems created by the Lebanese poet Unsi al-Haj,
who is considered to be the first Arab poet to write his poems under the influence of
Surrealism, due to his exposure to the French culture and the influence that Surrealistic
notable personages of the time had on him.
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An Approximate Look at Rhythm and Its Evolution in
Arabic Poetry

Sulaiman Jubran
Tel Aviv University

The article provides an approximate look at how rhythm has developed in Arabic poetry
from the Classical period to the present, with special emphasis on contemporary Arabic

poetry.

The article opens with a statement of the hypothesis that metric poetry in pre-Islamic
times evolved from rhymed prose to “primitive” meters such as rajaz and hazaj, and later
to the main canonical meters.

In modern times rhythm in poetry is shown to have evolved in the opposite direction: the
main Classical meters, especially al-kamil, were gradually abandoned in a steady move
towards poems without any regular meter and possessing new and variable rhythms,
“prose poems”.

The article focuses on a number of basic developments along this long evolutionary path:
strophic poetry among mahjar poets at the beginning of the twentieth century, and taf"ili
structure after World War II, in which the traditional verse forms were broken and novel
rhythmic compositions emerged.

With respect to the new metric forms that dominated Arabic poetry until the end of the
twentieth century, the article focuses on the secondary gradual stages, represented by
meters that became predominant at one time or another: al-Kamil at first, then al-rajaz,
followed by al-mutaqarib, al-khabab, al-mutadrak, and finally the union of al-mutadarak
with al-mutaqarib, which resulted in the creation of a new meter, which the article
proposes to name al-mutadarib. In this “hybrid” meter there is hardly any noticeable
rhythm and the poem is dressed up as prose. In fact, many readers and critics think that
the “text is prose and yet not prose”, as maintained Darwish, the most prominent poet in
writing mutadarib.

The last stage in this natural progression was the complete loss of khalili meter and the
emergence of “prose poetry”, which talented poets used to write in new rhythms in its
stead. In this way poetry finally returned to its prose origins, in a clear cyclic orbit.
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