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the charged nature of Arabic in Israel, including its political
and national contexts, and surveys the ways in which attitudes
towards Arabic (and Arabs) have undermined the language’s
status and have kept it in a permanently weak position in the
public sphere, in the school system, government service and
elsewhere. The authors argue that an analysis of the situation
reveals that the deteriorating status of Arabic and its constant
inferiority are signs of dangerous processes with broad effects
on Israeli society beyond the domain of language. They
conclude that strengthening the status and standing of Arabic
in Israel is not only a moral and legally binding necessity, but
also an essential step in improving Israeli society as a whole,
and Jewish-Arab relations in particular. Such a development
would have a beneficial effect on a variety of civil. Social and
regional issues, including the promotion of equality,
prevention of discrimination against the Arab-Palestinian
minority, encouraging a more positive attitude towards Arab
culture, and perhaps even bringing about a change in the

Israel’s attitude towards the region.
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The author pays special attention to the language of dialogue,
through which he expresses the social classes to which his
figures belong, their ways of thinking and the environments to
which they belong. It is a language that is vile when coming
from a fool’s mouth and innocent when used by a mother
taking care of her children. However, the author also
intervenes in the dialogue and presents the ideology in which
he believes. He tried to make the Standard Arabic that he uses
as close as possible to the colloquial; however, the Syrian
dialect is not as prominent in his writings as the spoken dialect
of Egypt is in Egyptian novels, for example.

Mina’s language is the most powerful tool at his disposal as a
novelist, one that enabled him to create his own special world.
His language is rich, nearly poetical in its suggestiveness. We
noted that he moved away from the report-like style that
characterized much of his earlier writings and adopted a
richer, more suggestive and more mature language in his
subsequent novels.

Official but Unrecognized: The Need to Improve
the Status of Arabic in Israel

Joseph Mandel, Dafna Yitzhaki, Meital Pinto

Arabic is an official language of Israel. However, a variety of
considerations and processes have prevented it from
occupying its rightful place in the country’s public space. The

article discusses these considerations and processes, stresses
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style. This is especially apparent in the two novels al-Yatir
and al-Shams fi yawm gha’im (Sun on a Cloudy Day).

We examined the degree of freedom which the author gave to
the narrator and the novel’s figures. We found that they
belong to distinct and disparate environments and social
classes, men of the sea, men of the forest, people from
villages and from cities, among whom some are educated and
others are illiterate, landowners and peasants, rich and poor.
And although Mina is ideologically committed, he provides
room for freedom for his figures while at the same time
highlighting his political philosophy through the narrator, who
in many of his novels takes the side of the poor and oppressed.
We found that the author uses a special language connected
with the sea and with seafaring whenever the sea constitutes
the framework of the story. The lexicon and the terminology
of the world of the sea and of sailors enter into the text. The
same is true of the language of lovers, which is gentle and
transparent like the lovers themselves. There is also the
language of the wealthy, who occasionally use foreign
expressions, especially French, in their discourse, and the
language of the poor, which is used to express their cares,
pains and misery. There is the language of the exploiting land
owner and the language of the exploited workers and
peasants. There is the language of men and the language of
women; the slanderous language of sex when the impulse is
purely sexual, and a more gentle language when the impulse is
that of virtuous love. There is the language of romanticism,
which the author used from the very first in his novels in order
to describe nature, the language of Arab women in various
positions and roles, and the more liberated language of foreign
women.
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documenting and preserving local Palestinian culture. The study
found common stylistic elements in their fiction. Since language
constitutes an efficient tool for conveying instant thoughts and in
intercourse among nations in general, we decided to perform a
comparative study, under the assumption that our local authors
necessarily share stylistic elements by virtue of their geographical
and historical circumstances.

The study examined all of Naffa“’s publications from 1976 to 2015
as well as Marrar’s writings for adults from 1970 to 1997.
HenceThe study found common stylistic methods in both authors’
fictional writings, including the language of narrative, discourse,
folk language and their contribution to plot development and other
linguistic features. Despite the numerous previous articles and
studies dealing with both authors, our study failed to find a
comprehensive longitudinal study of their works, adding to the
significance of our current contribution.

The Language of Hanna Mina’s Novels
Riyad Kamil

Language is the instrument used by novelists to construct
events, depict figures and place them in a specific spatial-
temporal framework that determines their ways of thought and
the environment within which they move. This is an aspect of
novels that has for too long been neglected by Arab critics and
researchers, and the present study is an attempt to at least
partially fill this gap.

We noted that Mina’s language tended to be quite direct at the
beginning of his writing career, with many digressions and
considerable verbosity, while his more mature works show a
tendency towards suggestiveness, imagery a more condensed
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some morphological and syntactic features that are typical of the
latter. It contains words and expressions that can be found in
classical poetry, in the Qur’an and the hadith. The MS has
numerous addenda which the copyist wrote above the words or on
the margins. In them he discusses words that he considers difficult,
or that he believes the readers of his day will no longer understand.
A study of the MS as a religious book used by non-Muslim Arabs
can help us describe the language that was used by such Arabs at
the time and can also help clarify morphological, syntactic and
stylistic relations and interconnections between Syriac and Arabic,
the MS’s source and target languages, respectively.

Language in the Writings of Muhammad Naffa‘
and Mustafa Marrar

A Comparative Applied Study

Fatme Rayyan

This paper is a socio-linguistic study. Socio-linguistics is a science
concerned not only with cultural, environmental and social criteria
and their impact on language, but also with the methods of
extracting such criteria. It has contributed greatly to changes in
communicative competency among members of society and to
improved manipulation of language codes within society in general
as well as in the private context. In addition, it has contributed to
other fields, among them the political dimension involved in the
employment of the folk language of any nation.

The six years of this study have acquainted us with the literary
output of local Palestinian pioneers such as Muhammad Naffa® and
Mustafa Marrar. Both authors employed folk language in a
sophisticated way throughout their literary career, with the aim of
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education and practice have served the state’s mechanisms for
controlling subordinate groups, rather than providing teachers with
adequate and appropriate tools for addressing the complex cultural
and political reality, and questions of national identity, social
justice, inclusion/exclusion, and equity.

MS Sinai 2, the Earliest Extant Arabic
Translation of the Pentateuch: Aspects of
Language and Translation

Ibrahim Jeries Basal
Arab Academic College of Education, Haifa

This study describes aspects of language and translation in MS
Sinai 2, the oldest extant translation of the Jewish Bible into Arabic.
The MS contains the Five Books of Moses and Daniel.

The text was translated from Syriac; according to a colophon on
folio 246b the MS was completed in the year 328 AH (939/940
CE). The names of the translator and the copyist are unknown.
However, a comparison of this MS with verses of the Pentateuch
quoted in ancient Arabic sources such as Ibn Qutayba (d. 889 CE)
and the text used by al-Tabari (839-923 CE) and ascribed to
Muhammad Bin Ishaq (d. 767 CE), shows that in all likelihood the
text under discussion here is earlier. In our opinion it was composed
in the second half of the eighth century CE, probably in one of the
Christian centers that existed in Syria and Iraq in that period. If this
is indeed the case, then it is the earliest extant Arabic translation of
the Pentateuch.

MS Sinai 2 contains unique syntactic, semantic and stylistic
features. It is full of ancient Arabic expressions and the translator
was clearly well-versed in Arabic-Islamic culture. The text’s
language is more classical than medieval, although it does contain
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Teacher Education Policy and Practice in
Israel from the Perspective of Those Outside
the ‘Common Good’

Ismael Abu-Saad
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

This paper presents an historical perspective on teacher education
policy and practices in the indigenous Palestinian and settler Zionist
communities prior to the establishment of Israel, and their
subsequent development under the Israeli state. It includes an in-
depth analysis of the implications of teacher education policy and
practice for the construction of the selective “common good” in
Israeli society, with special emphasis on the community most
explicitly excluded from this construction, the Palestinian Arab
minority.

In many societies the ‘common good’ is defined in terms of its
dominant group and is used to protect and expand its dominance.
This is the case in Israel, which is officially defined as ‘the State of
the Jewish people,” despite the presence of an indigenous
Palestinian Arab minority that comprises 20 per cent of the total
population. Ideally, the educational system should reflect the
society’s heterogeneous demographics through multi-cultural aims
and goals, and culture-specific curricula. Yet an examination of
Israel’s public education system reveals a definite bias toward
Western, European (Ashkenazi) culture to the disadvantage and
marginalization of Jews from non-Western cultures, and the
Palestinian Arab minority.

I argue that under the hegemonic, monocultural discourse that has
determined education policy in Israel for the past 68 years, teacher
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