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Abstract

Artistic, Stylistic and Linguistic Devices in Samar
Yazbek's Ra’ihat al-girfa (Cinnamon)

Muna Zahir
The Open University & Sakhnin college

This study examines the artistic, stylistic and linguistic characteristics
of the use of the female body and lesbianism in the novel Cinnamon
(2008) by the Syrian writer Samar Yazbek.

The study concludes that the novel celebrates the theme of the body by
way of creating a poetics of the body. This poetics is revealed on one
hand through the various perspectives on various situations, illness and
health, strength and weakness, intimacy and hysterics, homosexual and
other sexual relations, etc. On the other hand, it is revealed by the
esthetic discourse constructed around the body. In both cases, this is
done by means of highly sensitive language and style, used by the
author in this work, in which she champions the forgotten, absent and
hidden female voice.
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Abstract

has disappeared, a hero who was always victorious on paper, even
though he suffered defeat in the real world. In the present stage, the
hero is realistic, intelligent and mature. (3) The naive romantic
dichotomy between absolute black and absolute white has lost its force.
The mechanisms of the conflict have become more varied, profound
and realistic. (4) "Partial heroes" make their appearance. Ultimately
these testify to the fact that the author was unable to decide whether his
protagonist was a hero or a non-hero. This partial or intermediate state
is one form of the "stuttering" or hesitation in Palestinian literature, its
recognition of a "third state™ that it did not permit to arise in the
previous two stages. A heroism that is hesitant and lacking constitutes
a rejection of absolute heroism. (5) This stuttering or hesitation shows
that Palestinian writers have adopted a more realistic view, which
recognizes that success and failure can coexist. This realistic approach
means that a figure is presented first-and-foremost as flesh-and-blood
and only then as a fighting political creature. The state of "non-
heroism" constitutes a further step away from the artificial type of
heroism that strives to disseminate a spirit of imaginary triumph. (6)
The various forms of heroism enable one to move from the meanings
of the text to those engendered by the reader, an act of independent
judgment which the text allows and encourages. This in turn means that
most of the novels considered in the present study are not closed in on
themselves and do not impose fixed textual meanings on the reader. (7)
Just as the writer is no longer a final authority, so is heroism no longer
final, no longer closed within the written text. Most forms of heroism
in most of the novels considered here are extended and connected and
adopt the logic of continuity. In other words, the habit of ending a novel
with a clear-cut break has receded greatly in the present stage of
individualism experienced by the Palestinian novel. We are thus of the
opinion that optimism is a rational position, untainted by dreamy
romanticism.
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Stuttering Heroism in Latter Day Palestinian Drama:
An Anthroposemiotic Study

Professor Ibrahim Taha
Haifa University

The present study uses the theory of heroizability and its attendant "3A
model" in order to examine the concept of heroism in the latest stages
of local Palestinian drama. It uses five select plays that reflect all the
new currents in local Palestinian literature. The study shows that in the
last three decades Palestinian drama has tended towards greater calm
and relaxation, especially in the writings of young authors, who
addressed political issues only very indirectly, in contrast to the period
from the defeat of 1967 almost to the end of the twentieth century,
when the esthetics of struggle and resistance dominated literature
inside Palestine, with respect to themes, styles, structures and forms.
The present study shows that subsequently the relations between the
text and reality changed and became more varied and complex while
the tone of distress and the familiar classical gushing discourse became
weaker. The study lays the foundations for this sensitivity, which can
be summarized in the following seven points:

(1) The individual ego is placed at the center instead of the collective,
or at most accompanies it. The individual has become the focus,
whereas previously the esthetics of the struggle focused purely on the
collective sentiment, on unity in the face of a great rival that requires
us to unite our forces. This focus on the individual is one of the most
prominent aspects of contemporary Palestinian novels. (2) Heroism is
spread across new intellectual domains, and is no longer the exclusive
province of politics. New themes have had a powerful influence, for
example feminism. The emotional, enthusiastic tone used in the
formation of the image of the "hero™ in writings of the 1970s and 1980s
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Carnavalesque Elements in Yasuf Idris' play al- Fardfir
Doctor Samah Saffari Khiri

The article addresses the carnivalesque features of the play al-Farafir
by the Egyptian playwright Yaisuf Idris. In order to do this, we must
first discuss the appearance of such elements in literature and the
motives of writers, especially playwrights, who use them.

A-Farafir is a burlesque play that rebels against Western drama,
removes the partitions between the stage and the audience, promotes
the popular at the expense of the canonical, and snubs convention. The
play uses dual and multiple voices and focuses on issues of concern to
marginalized classes. It strives to marginalize the role of bosses in
society. All of the above are manifestations of the carnivalesque in the
play. The article is divided into two main sections. In the first,
theoretical section we discuss the definition of carnivalesque literature
in general, and the use of carnivalesque features in Arabic literature
and the burlesque theater more specifically. In the second, applied
section we analyze the carnivalesque elements in the aforementioned
play, focusing on four elements in particular: Crowning and removal
of the crown, fall of barriers, violation of canons, and the use of base
language.
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Religious Intertextuality in Service of Metapoetics: A

Reading in the Poem "Ghara’izuna" ("' Our Instincts'")
by ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Ramadan

Doctor Amina Hasan
The Arabic Language Academy

This paper strives to reveal the use of the device of religious
intertextuality in ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Ramadan's poem "Our Instincts",
and its role in the creation of a meta-poetic dimension for the purpose
of building the poem's poetic structure. It also sheds light on the
cognitive and linguistic shift imposed on traditional religious texts,
which the poet forces into the surrealistic mold that he adopts in most
of his poems. In the poem discussed here religious intertextuality
serves the meta-poetic level and enables the poet to present a different
modern Arabic poetic vision, as we shall demonstrate in the article.
Keywords: Religious intertextuality, meta-poetics, surrealism, ‘Abd al-
Mun ‘im Ramadan, "Our Instincts".
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the bodies of man and woman. In order to avoid the vulgarity associated
with this subject, the poet chose highly dense and imagery-laden
language.

The poet used every kind of oxymoron in his works, including
antithetical (affirmative and negative), assimilatory, metaphorical,
symbolic and comparative. Occasionally the poet uses more than one
oxymoronic type in his imagery; thus, he combines the comparative
with the symbolic, or the symbolic with the metaphorical. Such
complex devices give this imagery greater depth, meaning and power.
These technical features, in addition to his originality, brevity,
imagination and ability to surprise, color most of the poet's oxymoronic
images.
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Sindbad the Landsman Formulates Life's
Contradictions and Conflicts: Oxymoronic Imagery in
the Works of the Poet Amjad Nasir

Doctor Athar Hajj Yahya
Beit Berl College

This study focuses on oxymoronic imagery in the poetry of Amjad
Nasir (1955-2019), one of the most prominent composers of prose
poetry in Arabic. His poems are quite daring and ignore poetic
conventions in both form and content. They also show a continuous
evolution.

Oxymoron is a poetic device used by modernist poets in order to give
expression to a complex reality in which contradictions and conflicts
abound. The use of this device in modernist poetic texts reflects a desire
on the part of poets to free themselves from the restrictions of frozen
traditional language based intellectual, rational foundations. Although
an oxymoron is based on an overt contradiction between its
components, a careful reading and interpretation can lead to a rational
reconciliation of its parts.

The present study uses the theoretical-applied method. It opens with a
theoretical discussion of the term "oxymoron”, followed by an
examination of oxymoronic imagery in four poetry collections: Madih
li-maghan akhar (A Panegyric to Another Café; 1979); Ru ‘at al- ‘azla
(Shepherds of Isolation; 1981); Sirr man ra aki (The Secret of Whoever
Saw You; 1994); and Haya ka-sard mutagazi‘ (Life As Disjointed
Prose; 2004).

The study shows oxymoron to have been one of the most common
devices used by Amjad Nasir to create his poetic images. This is
especially clear in the case of the volume The Secret of Whoever Saw
You, in line with that collection's theme, the sensual encounter between
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Mechanisms of Surveillance and Control over
Palestinian Arab education in Israel

Professor Ismael Abu-Saad
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

This paper situates the Israeli public educational system in the broader
context of colonizing educational systems, and explores the particular
avenues through which it serves the Jewish settler state project and
establishes a colonial educational hegemony. Public education in Israel
is legally mandated to promote the values of Jewish culture and loyalty
to the Jewish state. At the same time, its policy and content
systematically instill racially derogatory attitudes towards the
Palestinian citizens of Israel among Jewish students, as a basis for
fostering and perpetuating the deep-seated societal division between
Jews and Palestinians. In addition, the public educational system
effectively maintains the cultural, socioeconomic, and political
subordination of Palestinian students through the substandard and
discriminatory provision of resources, programs and services, and the
imposition of aims, goals and curricula that alienate Palestinian
students. Consequently, their levels of educational achievement are
lower than that of their Jewish counterparts. As such, the Israeli public
educational system plays an essential role in consigning Palestinian
citizens to the social, economic and political margins of society. The
Israeli educational system is designed to control both the Palestinian
Arab minority and Jewish majority, and to maintain an unbridgeable
divide — in support of the Zionist settler state vision. Until this vision
is called into question, the educational system will not change.
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