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Abstract

Criticism and Praise of Scholars (‘ulama) in

Medieval Arabic Poetry

Doctor Hatim Mahamid & Doctor Younis Abu Al-Haija
Sakhnin College

This study focuses on criticism and praise in Arabic poetry towards the
intellectual elites of the Muslim world in the Middle Ages. Many poets
and scholars praised rulers who established mosques and other
educational institutions (madrasas) through endowments, which
played a role in the promotion of the sciences, and gave rise to an
intellectual and religious renaissance. Rulers and scholars were subject
to criticism or praise for their work, or for the educational role they
played. The ‘ulama were praised mainly for their diligence and
dissemination of science, as well as for their behavioral and moral
qualities. Critical poetry, on the other hand, centered on the mistakes
of some scholars and their positions on religious matters, while the
sultans’ scholars were criticized for their attitudes in serving the rulers.
Poets were also interested in criticizing scholars (‘ulama) who moved
away from the path of morality, virtue, and shari‘a, who were
unqualified to teach, did not preserve the rules of morality in lessons

and discussions, and behaved immorally towards students.
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press of a minority in the language of the majority, while in Israel they
worked for the press of the minority in the language of the minority,
but this time under the auspices of the majority.

The Arabic-speaking Jewish journalists can be divided into four
groups. One worked for the ruling party (MAPAI), another for the
paper of the MAPAM party and its satellites, a third for the Communist
press, and a fourth for the newspapers of the center and right.
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Abstract

language supplements in the Hebrew newspaper Al ha-Mishmar, organ
of the MAPAM political party.

These three afore-mentioned newspapers represented forces on the
ground, which tried, each with motives of its own, to fill the void left
by the emigration of the intellectual elite from the country. Jewish
immigration from the neighboring Arab countries (especially from
Egypt and Iraq) was very helpful in reviving journalistic activities in
Arabic. Many intellectuals among the immigrants were very fluent in
literary Arabic, and some also had considerable journalistic experience
in their native lands.

The present article analyzes the contribution of Arabic-speaking Jews
to the revival of Arabic-language journalism between 1948 and 1967.
The Arabic-language newspapers that were published in this period can
all be considered mobilized journalism. They were all published by
political or governmental bodies, each of which used the newspapers
to promote its own political aspirations and interests. Since most of the
political forces that stood behind these newspapers were not Arab, the
publications should more accurately be called "Arab-language
newspapers" rather than "Arab newspapers").

As for the Arabic-speaking Jewish journalists, especially those who
had also worked in this field in their countries of origin, those who were
employed in Israel were mostly members of the ruling political party,
or of the parties of the center and right. In their native countries these

journalists usually worked for the Jewish press in Arabic, that is, the
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The Role of Oriental Jews in Rebuilding Journalistic
Discourse in Arabic in the State of Israel, 1948-1967

Professor Mustafa Kabha
The Open University

One of the tragic results of the Palestinian nakba of 1948 was that it
put an end to the multifaceted cultural activities, whose roots went back
to the latter part of the Ottoman period and which developed
remarkably in the times of the British Mandate.

Following the nakba, the cultural and intellectual elites emigrated and
became refugees in the Arab world. This naturally affected the cultural
activities of the national Palestinian-Arab minority that remained inside
the State of Israel after its foundation in May, 1948.

Journalism was a cultural and intellectual activity that was severely
affected by the nakba. Throughout the British Mandate period some
sixty newspapers and magazines were published, including ten dailies.
These publications played an important role in shaping public opinion
and in defining the features of Palestinian society at the time.

After the fighting ended in 1948, two pre-independence Arab-language
newspapers continued publicatioin, al-/ttihad, organ of the Communist
Party, and Hagigat al-Amr, published by the Arab Section of the
Histadrut labor union. To these can be added occasional Arabic-
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Abstract

The terms were divided into semantic groups, according to the type of
agricultural activity in which they were used:

1. Means of plowing and digging

2. Means of sowing and planting

3. Means of harvesting and crop gathering
4. Means of threshing and seed separation
5. Means of preservation and protection
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A Selection of Agricultural Terms Used in Galilean
Dialects in the Twentieth Century: A Comparative
Linguistic Study

Doctor Rana Saeed Subh

The article discusses a selection of colloquial terms that refer to
agricultural instruments, facilities, measurements and animals that
were in use by peasants in Galilee in the twentieth century in
connection with their work in the fields and vineyards.

The study follows the comparative inductive lexico-semantic
approach. It aims at documenting Galilean Arabic agricultural terms
and meanings which have been nearly forgotten and are threatened with
extinction. These expressions and meanings are compared to the lexical
material found in dictionaries of Palestinian Arabic dialects and
dictionaries of the dialects of Syria, Lebanon and Jordan, and their
origins are sought in dictionaries of Classical Arabic and in dictionaries
of other Semitic languages such as Aramaic and Hebrew.

The terms examined in this study were collected in field work
conducted as preparation for a Ph.D. thesis under the supervision of
Prof. Aharon Berger Kleinberger of the Department of Arabic at the
University of Haifa. The author conducted oral interviews with aged
Galilean peasants belonging to various dialect groups, making it
necessary to transliterate the terms, in order to show how they are
pronounced in different dialects. While the study cannot claim to have
collected every single relevant agricultural term, enough materials
were collected in order to make a comparative linguistic study possible.
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Abstract

| still remember well my participation in a course in the Department of
Semitic Languages at the Hebrew University under the guidance of
Professor Irna Garbel (1901-1966) in 1965, carrying the name of Al-
Khoury’s booklet. The course focused on reading, translation into
Hebrew, philological analysis, and comparisons with other dialects.
Now I return to this booklet, a copy of which is kept in my library, after
more than half a century, and compare its colloquial language mainly
semantically with my mother tongue, a Galilean dialect, the dialect of
Kufir-Yasif. I compare a total of 284 examples, consisting of single
words, phrases or sentences. These numbered examples are listed
according to their occurrence in the booklet in question, and reference
to the page number is indicated. This is followed by what the dialect of
Kufi-Yasif offers in cases of disagreement, and finally the same is
expressed in modern standard Arabic (MSA). In some cases additional
dialectical information and bibliographical references are given in
marginal notes.

It goes without saying that the dialects of the Levant, Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan and Palestine are understandable to those who speak them,
despite the natural phenomenon of the presence of some peculiar and
unknown words or phrases. Yet the context, as a rule, helps the reader
to understand the required meaning. Among these expressions is the
above-mentioned “lugmit il-lahham”. Apparently, this expression
seems to be no longer in use today. | may go further and claim that an
Arab who is fluent in his national language, namely MSA, and his
mother tongue, viz his local dialect, is capable of communicating with
any other Arab and understanding almost everything after a short
period of training and experience. It should be stressed that the subject
of books and pamphlets written in spoken Arabic needs individual and
profound studies, for instance doctoral dissertations. Hopefully, more
promising young people in Arab and foreign universities alike will get
involved in this field in order to document this rich linguistic and
cultural heritage before its demise.
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Comparative Comments on a Lebanese Dialect and a

Palestinian Dialect
Bikfaya - Kufir-Yasif

Professor Haseeb Shehadeh
University of Helsinki

This preliminary linguistic comparison between these two dialects is
based on Shukri al-Khoury’s Arabic booklet (1870-1937) entitled in
Arabic and French: Histoire de Finianos récit en arabe dialectal du
Liban. Réédité, avec I’autorisation de I’auteur, par le Pere E. Ley s. j.
Suivi d’un lexique des mots rares. Illustré par M. Farroukh. Prix 3 fr.,
ou shilling 0/6. Beyrouth, Imprimerie Catholique 1929.

Al-Khoury left Lebanon and emigrated to Brazil, to San Paolo, in 1896.
There he worked in journalism and authored ten critical social satirical
books on Lebanon. Among these Arabic books there are "Neither
Muslim nor Christian™ and "For Lebanon™. Some of them were written
in colloquial Lebanese Arabic, such as "The French Mandate" and the
booklet on Finianos. It is known that the Arab press in South America
had flourished since the mid-nineteenth century. This forty-nine-page
booklet on Finianos, divided into thirty chapters, contains an additional
nine pages. In these pages M. Farroukh added French equivalents to
the so-called rare Arabic words, expressions and phrases. Among these
phrases that have been glossed (although I did not find some of them,
neither in the available dictionaries nor when | checked with native
speakers of the Lebanese dialects), is ““lugmit il-lahham” meaning ““the
lower part of the pluck’. It is obvious that this booklet’s material, as
published in its first edition in 1902, has been used to teach colloquial
Lebanese Arabic in some French universities. The booklet is written in
Arabic script, a few vowels have been added, and some uses of
Standard Arabic have infiltrated. | am unaware even of any article let
alone a study that deals with the language of al-Khoury and in
particular his Arabic vernacular.
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towards the "other”, and as a catalyst that triggers events. Sexual
behavior is characterized by violence and aggression, or by love and
sincere emotional desire, depending on the identity of the other.

The sex strike by the women of Acre (echoing Aristophanes' play
Lysistrata) is a form of passive resistance. In addition, the dilemmas of
sexual identity, circumcision, and a musical instrument (‘Oud) as an
erotic symbol, are all viewed through the lens of politics.
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The Crisis of Sex and the "'Other™
in Balad al-Manhiis (Country of the Unfortunate)
A Novel by Sohail Kiwan

Doctor Clara Srouji-Shajrawi
University of Haifa

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

The novel Balad al-manfis recounts the history of the Palestinian
Nakba through a dialectic of submission and resistance, showing that
the present is a result of the past and its continuation. The author
portrays the conflict between Jews and Arabs over the land of Palestine
as a struggle between two unequal forces, one strong and "civilized",
supported by the countries of the world, and the other weak and naive,
yet refusing to submit. Acre in the novel is a symbol for all of Palestine.
Most of the events take place in that city, or in Warsaw, the Polish
capital.

An atmosphere of oppression, injustice and tyranny prevails
throughout the novel, in keeping with the title, resulting in a feeling
that the road is blocked.

Through the concept of binary opposition as used by Structuralists and
further developed in post-structuralism, we are able to better
understand the internal structure of this work, by uncovering the
conflicting motifs in it.

This paper aims to show how sex is represented in this novel as a source
of powerful inner energy that shapes human attitudes and behavior
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An Epistle with a Commentary on Q 17:1 (Ayat al-Isra’)

Doctor Umar Hamdan, Tibingen University

Doctor Saleem Abu Jaber, Achva Academic College

This study has two parts. The first, introductory, part consists of a
biography of Abu l-Hasan Muhammad b. Jalal al-Din Abu 1-Baqa’
Muhammad b. Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman al-BakrT al-Siddiqt (898-
952 AH / 1492-1545 CE), author of numerous books and essays on
Qur’anic exegesis, hadith literature, Islamic jurisprudence, mysticism,
invocations, praises of the Prophet, the Companions and holy times and
places, and more. Our discussion focuses mainly on his exegetical
activities. His compositions in this field consist of six works, two
commentaries, one large and the other concise, and four epistles, three
of which deal with a single verse (Q 33:72 [ayat al-amana], Q 17:1
[subject of the current paper] and Q 44:10 [ayat al-dukhan]) and one
that discusses verses that speak of the creation of Adam, Noah's Flood,
Abraham's fire, and Solomon's wind, which are compared to the Four
Elements (water, fire, earth and air).

The second, main, part of the study, is devoted to a description of the
epistle’s text, the research method we used, and the significance of this
epistle, in which al-Siddiqt sheds light on issues concerning the verse
in question and attempts to reconcile the various conflicting and
contradictory traditions and utterances to which it has given rise.

Keywords: Al-Bakr1 al-Siddiq1, mystical exegesis, Q 17, al-isra’ wal-
mi raj, science of Qur’anic contexts and connections.
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