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The Language of Political Discourse in the Arabic Press in
Israel under Military Rule
Mustafa Kabha
The Open University

In this paper we shall discuss a an important period in the evolution of
political speeches among the Arab minority in Israel, namely the period
of Military Rule (1948-1966), and the main platform that existed for such
discourse, the then-existing Arabic newspapers, of various schools and
inclinations.

In the course of our treatment of this subject we must of necessity also
say something about the special and complex situation of the Arabic press
in Israel, the political framework within which this press operates. It is
a minority press that represents a large national minority in a country
that defines itself as a nation-state that expresses the aspirations and the
interests of the majority of the population. As a result the press of the
minority is subject to pressures, and occasionally also persecution, by
institutions controlled by the majority. However, within the region as a
whole, it is part of the majority in the Middle East, which speaks the same
language as that in which this press is written. In a sense it is a press that is
still at the stage of constructing and shaping itself. Some parts of it follow
the political line of the political body to which they belong, while other
parts are commercial and independent. It is of course quite natural that
differences of opinion should exist in the field of political discourse and
its contents, the expressions it uses and how these expressions function.
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deserves a more complete study. The books | chose are the following,
listed according to date of publication: To Whom Is the Spring? (1963) by
Najwa Qa‘war Farah (b. 1923); The Via Dolorosa and Other Stories (1970)
by Mustafa Murrar (b. 1930); Sin (1985) by Emile Habibi (1921-1996);
Under the Ink Level (2005) by Suhayl Kiwan (b. 1956); and Carla Bruni, My
Secret Lover (2012) by ‘Alaa Hlehel (b. 1974).
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"Exposure" and "Punishment" in a Palestinian Version
Dialect and the Semiotic of Titles in Palestinian Fiction in
Israel

Mahmud Ghanayim
Tel Aviv University

This study aims at understanding the way the Palestinian colloquial dialect
and its various structures, be it expressions, proverbs or evocations of a
folk atmosphere, are used in the titles of Palestinian fiction in Israel. Our
assumption being that titles constitute a very important textual threshold
that makes it possible to expose various meanings when it is treated
semioticially, that is, as a semiotic sign containing symbolic meanings.
Furthermore, the use of the colloquial, with its various functions and
forms, often carries distinctive meanings for the history of literature,
whether through the denotation of a specific time period or by way of
pointing to a certain school, a philosophy, or rallying to the banner of
a certain ideology. As a result, this subject deserves to be studied from
a synchronic perspective, in order to understand the function of the
colloquial language in titles, and from a diachronic perspective, in order
to follow the evolution of the literary, social and political views under
whose banner this literature was written.

The present study does not limit itself to the pair paratext and text. Rather,
it deals with the issue in three dimensions: Paratext:title, text:content,
and out-of-text:context.

Because the subject is so broad, we have chosen in the present article to
focus on a preliminary selection of five literary works that represent most
schools of writing and generations. However, it is still only a selection
that of necessity cannot encompass all aspects of the problem, which
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"wagqtin surna kbar"

Lamma and its Parallels in Spoken Arabic in Galilee

Ward Agqil
The Academic Arab College of Education, Haifa

This article presents the Syntactic and Semantic characteristics of Lamma
and its parallels in Palestinian Arabic (PA) in Galilee, compared to Standard
Arabic (SA).

SA Grammarians consider Lamma as a condition noun or a temporal
adverb.

Lamma linked to two clauses, and used with past tense verbs. It called
"Lamma [Hiniyya" because it has the same function and meaning of
"Hina". SA includes several parallels of Lamma and Hina, like: "yawma"
and "wagta".

PA saved the temporal adverb "Lamma", while it doesn't save other
adverbs, like: "Hina" and "Mundhu". PA includes also Lamma parallels,
like: "yom", "wagt" and "sé'it".

In many cases, the syntactic behavior of Lamma and its parallels in PA is
different than in SA. The main syntactic difference is the large quantity of
the PA structure "lamman", which is composed of "Lamma" and "‘an",
while it is rare in SA.

[H]



AL-MAIJALLA - Journal of the Arabic Language Academy

one of Mahfiz’s novels:

Khabbirnt fa-qad ihtara dalilr ("tell me, | am lost"). The use of the particle
gad places the whole discourse in the region of fusha, but the expression
ihtara dalili is undoubtedly a calque reflecting the Egyptian spoken
collocation ihtar dalili. Examples of this practice in our articles come
from novels by Mahfhz as well as by ‘Abdul-Rahman Munif (Jordan/Iraqg/
Saudia), Tharwat Abaza (Egypt), Al-Tayyib Salih (Sudan) and Tawfiq Yasuf
‘Awwad (Lebanon)
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Hidden Ammiyya:
The Language of Dialogue in Arabic Fiction

Sasson Somekh
Tel Aviv University

Since the late 19th Century, when Arab writers began to write fiction in
keeping with modern literary practices, they had to grapple with a number
of linguistic difficulties, caused mainly by diglossia situation prevalent in
Arabic.

Although Arabs would not use fushad in their ordinary speech, some writers
were steadfast in using this type of language in their dialogue as well as
in the narrative sections of their stories, maintaining that throughout the
long history of Arabic literature fusha alone was the language of canonical
literary writing.

Other Arab novelists believed that only ‘Gmmiyya is capable of reflecting
the vibrations of a spoken language, and therefore employed this linguistic
type for their dialogue. This method, however, would produce a printed
page containing two types of language: fusha for narration and ‘ammiyya
for dialogue. Furthermore, the use of a specific dialect will not always be
fully conceivable by speakers of other dialects.

During the second half of the 20th Century a third solution came to the
fore by which the novelist would not have to use two different linguistic
types in the same continuum, while still being able to reflect some of
the vibrations of the spoken language. In this method, practiced among
others by Najib Mahfliz, fusha is used not only in the narrative sections
but also, outwardly, in the dialogue. The fusha used in the dialogue is
in accordance with all the rules of fusha (tanwin, case endings etc.), but
many of its sentences are semantically and idiomatically reminiscent of
the spoken language. The following is an excerpt of a dialogue taken from
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"Al-Shaykh Mabruk" Between Mimicry and Creativeness

Jeries Naim Khoury
Tel Aviv University

This study examines "Al-Shaykh Mabruk", a story by the Palestinian writer
Muhammad Sa‘ld, in an attempt to illuminate some of its particular
features as well as the wider influence of Arabic fiction on it. Arabic fiction
seems to have deeply affected the structure of this story, to the point
rendering certain parts of it quite clichéd. The writer was a member of
a committee that was asked to design the curriculum in Arabic literature
for the Arabic high schools in Israel. It seems that such contact with
Arabic fiction greatly influenced Sa‘id’s. The study shows that Sa‘ld's
work contains structural elements, which he adopts from three different
Arabic stories: 1- "Al-Nas" by Yasuf Idris; 2- "Nakhla ‘ala al-Jadwal" by al-
Tayib Salih; 3- "Qandil Umm Hashim" by Yahya Haqqt. These three stories
deal with broad social questions which concerned the Arab writers,
especially during the 1950’s. Sa‘ld uses sophisticated techniques in order
to make the story look different. For example he resorts to using more
than one voice at the same time, transmitting the same event or scene
through three dimensions, interrupting the event or speech by exposing
comments that the dominant character said or thought about. Sa‘ld thus
really succeeds in producing a special and significant story. He struggles
to make the conflict between the new and the old generations in this
story appear more severe and complicated than the conflicts in the three
aforementioned stories. Sa‘ild accomplishes this complexity of conflict by
having the characters run a direct dialogue among them, through which he
exposes the story’s whole idea and significance. Despite Sa‘id’s attempt to
conceal the sources that influenced him using more sophisticated plot and
narration techniques, the presence of Idris's (and the other mentioned
Arab writers') style remains unmistakable
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Final Versions and Meaning Change: The Example of
Mahmoud Darwish

Hussain Hamzah
The Academic Arab College of Education, Haifa

The poet Mahmoud Darwish made some changes in his published texts,
in order to refine his poetic oeuvre. | therefore worked with his previous
printed edition, which may be deemed a working draft of his subsequent
publication. Darwish was always careful to preserve the esthetics of his
poetic forms. He balanced his national and his esthetic commitments, but
the latter always predominated in his poetry, as he himself admitted quite
explicitly, and as the present study also demonstrates. The modifications
or corrections that Darwish made in his poetry involved changing the
titles of his poems, paratext, replacing words, changing the orders of the
lines, and additions. The main motivation for these changes was esthetic;
only few changes were made for political or religious considerations.
Darwish did not modify only his written drafts, but also make changes in
vocalization in his published editions. As a result | treated the readings as
Darwish's "illegitimate final texts", and explained the motivations behind
these changes. In addition, Darwish made a third change, namely eliding
some of his poetry collection, which thus did not enter his Complete
Works. The question which thus arises, and which | studied, is: What is
the dialectics of the relationship between Darwish's various modifications
and the formulation of meaning as the message that the poet tries to
convey to the addressee?

My reading of the changes that Darwish made is not definitive, only
probable. Certainly in some details it may change with the changes in
reading, so that the reading of the text becomes non-final, so that it also
may undergo changes in future readings.
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Towards a Comparative Dictionary of Beduin Arabic

Alexander Borg
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

The objective of this research on the contemporary Arabic vernaculars
spoken by the Negev Beduin and other traditionally nomadic communities
in the Middle East and N.Africa is to provide a factual basis for a specifically
linguistic, as opposed to a social or literary history of the Arabic language.
Attempts at applying the compa-rative method to Arabic within the ambit
of the Semitic languages are few and far between. Historical approaches,
on a wide scale, specifically to the study of the lexical heritage of the

contemporary Arabic vernaculars have yet to be imple-mented.

The present research on the Aramaic component in the Beduin Arabic
lexicon is also intended to exemplify a new methodology whereby the
word stock of this language tradition and its cultural content can be
presented in coherent fashion, underscoring their distinctiveness within
the ambit of the Semitic language family. The focus on the Aramaic
components in Beduin Arabic provides a partial but solid basis for an
appraisal of the historical relationship of Beduin Arabic with the ancient
Semitic languages. To this end, comparative material has been collated
from available sources on Beduin Arabic relating to Arabia, the Syrian
desert, Egypt, and Tunisia. Whenever relevant, cognate forms are also

cited from Akkadian, Hebrew, and various varieties of ancient Aramaic.
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