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Abstract

work. Palestinian women and young girls had a significant role in the
rural economy during the Mandate, not only as fallahat, but also as
midwives, teachers, nurses, factory workers, peddlers, dressmakers,
and more. So how were these rarely present in history books, official
reports and images produced by western scholars about the
Palestinians?

By analyzing personal letters sent from British women who lived and
worked in Palestine’s rural or urban areas in the 1930’s and 1940’s to
addressees in England or other, and by studying official reports in the
Jerusalem and East Mission Archive in St. Anthony and archived
Palestinian female teachers’ work files and and relying on oral histories
from Galilean women and men, | find that the orientalist discourse
prevailed both official and personal texts. The personal letters of
ordinary or government mandate officials used the same orientalist
language that appear in the official reports. The letters of
headmistresses, teachers and female doctors show that a network of
friendship connected the British civilians who lived in Palestine and
they enjoyed tea parties, movie screening, opera concerts, swims and
field trips. This may explain the similarity in the way they saw
Palestinians, especially Palestinian women. Knowledge produced by
these texts becomes the basis of the attitudes and the actions of the
mandate officials who were involved in the lives of the Palestinians
during the mandate, and therefore a decisive factor in the political and
social life of the Palestinians.
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Colonial Discourse and its Role in the Blurring
of Collective Memory: Veiling the Economic Role of
Rural Palestinian Women.

Rawda Makhoul
Ben-Gorion University of the Negev

Europeans who were in contact with the Palestinian community,
among them the official clerks and representatives of the Mandate
government, travelers, missionaries and others, described Palestinian
women as being passive, of lower status in the family, and as being
incapable of independent work and therefore of leaving any impact on
the society they were living in. The colonial discourse of many of the
British and other European women who served or worked in Haifa,
Nazareth, Jaffa and Jerusalem, portrayed rural women who were seen
arriving at these towns among groups of other women or accompanied
by a male figure of their families as primitive, uneducated dependent
women who could not travel alone or manage their lives independently
and therefore needed the modernity and enlightenment of the West.
Colonialist texts, flavored with oriental language, reached their
addresses not only in written forms; but also visually, via photographs
that these Europeans had sent home. Rural Palestinian women were
drawn by their traditional roles but never as productive agents, never
as partners and sharers of economic activities that the Palestinian males
had been involved in. Much of the early western writings on Palestine
or other colonies wrote their researches, personal letters and even their
official reports based on these biased images. The active economic role
of the rural Palestinian woman was thus darkened and denied.
However, we know that women in rural societies constitute a vast
majority of the workforce needed for the different stages of agricultural
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formulated by the historian who is also subject to the same criteria and
behavioral postulates of the epistemological period during which the
system of though was established.

Jean-Francois Lyotard maintains that all products of knowledge and
science are narratives in different forms that contain two kinds of
discourses: the scientific discourse and the fictional discourse, which
depend on the 'language game' that exist in all fields of ordinary life of
work and thought. Hence, historical writing is narratives that are
formulated by historians.

The term of ‘discourse’ was expanded in Western literatures to include
Marxist historians who started focusing on analysis of the language of
the historical activists and their slogans considering their political
discourses to be the factors that defined for them their interests and
requests more than their economic reality did.
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Language, Discourse and Narrative in the Historical
Writing in the West: Selected Theoretical Samples

Professor Kais Madi Firro
Haifa University

In the sixties of the twentieth century, the Western writers started using
the term 'discourse’ in their studies and analyses of all the human
sciences observing its impact on understanding of the historical
narratives, and distinguishing between it and 'language’ as a constantly
established system as if it were timeless.

However, 'discourse’ is an outcome of an actual deed at a specific time
that refers to specific individuals, and it performs the task of
communication between them. Starting from his statement that: "There
is nothing outside the text", Jacques Derrida sees that the writing form
of the language of historical sources and the texts of historians that are
produced from these sources cannot be attributed to a historical reality
that existed actually.

Jean Paul Riceeur, however, who distinguishes between language and
discourse, considers historical writing a discourse and a narrative that
build the events of the past, and it is impossible to find compatibility
between them and the events as they actually took place, and their
credibility lies in the historian's ability to introduce an alternative to
that past.

Michel Foucault, in his turn, maintains that discourse is present in all
fields of life and branches of knowledge, and it controls the people's
concepts in different contexts and the types of their social practices.
Since historical events are descriptions that are formulated in linguistic
words in the form of discourse and narratives that are subject to an
epistemological period, they are consequently considered to be
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Media, Discourse and its Role in the Formulation of the
Boundaries of Public Space:

The Arab Journalism in the Period of Military
Government in Israel as a Case Study

Professor Mustafa Kabha
The Open University of Israel

This article investigates and analyzes the contents of the newspaper
articles and media discourse that took place in the Arabic journalism in
Israel during the period of the Military Government that was imposed
on the Arab minority in the years 1948-1966 from the rostrum of public
opinion within this minority.

The different governmental institutions and influential political actors
inside the governmental coalition and opposition parties alike tried to
influence the interactions that were taking place within the target
population (the Palestinian Arab minority in Israel) through attempts
and strategies of designing, formulating and directing the public
opinion. Journalism played an influential role in those attempts,
especially in the field of creating a new class of intellectuals and public
opinion designers to crystallize new concepts that were dictated by the
contexts of that period.
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Mukhtar and the Effendi. The conflict appears in an obvious way
between the people of the land, who fight depending only on their
limited possibilities against an army that is well-armed and well-
equipped with developed weapons.

Artistically, the novel is not immersed in ideology at the expense of its
artistic structure. The monologues, dialogues and soliloquies are
intended to open the doors widely onto ideological debate, and to give
the opportunity to more than one voice. However, the space of freedom
remains limited and the novel moves into the direction of the
monologue-novel more than into the ideological direction. The novel
reflects the image of Palestine and its people as they wrestle with the
occupier during the British Mandate and the harbingers that preceded
the Nakba. The author employs a rich language that is able to describe
and depict accurately several characters in several positions that
contribute to uncovering the general characteristics of the Palestinian
village, its virtues and people within this time space.
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The Ideological Discourse in Sirat Bani Ballout

Doctor Riyad Kamel
Oranim Academic College of Education

This article deals with the relationship between the creative text in
Mohammad Ali Taha's novel Sirat Bani Ballout/ Biography of Sons of
Ballout and the ideological thought of the author, and investigates the
space of freedom that the author gives to the characters of his novel on
the one side, and to the main narrator on the other, through there axes:
history, space and the main character.

The events of the novel take place during the British Mandate on
Palestine after the First World War and the resistance of the
revolutionaries to the British presence in Palestine. The novel focuses
on the character of Mostafa Jaber Ballout, who is a member of a
struggling village family that searches for free decent living. Mostafa
struggles against both the occupier and the feudal at the same time.

In certain features, Mostafa appears to be very similar to the hero in the
Sira Sha'biyya (Popular Biography, Popular Tales, Folk Epic). He is a
brave man who is able to embark on adventures and risk his life in order
to achieve his public goals. Mostafa Jaber Ballout is not an ideological
character and he has never gained any learning or education from any
source. The sources of his education are limited to his rural peasant
environment till he grew up and joined the Revolution. He left the
frame of the village and moved to the city, where his awareness
broadened, but in a limited way.

The main conclusion of the study is that the novel bears all the
characteristics of the novel of Socialist Realism that is concerned with
the hero who fights on two main axes: the Occupation, which is
represented by the British and Feudalism, which is represented by the
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The second stage: An identity crisis in the center

In the 1960s -1970s, the Six Day War and other political and cultural
changes affected the Arabic literature in Israel. The identity crisis,
which is represented by the conflict between being a Palestinian Arab
and being an Israeli, is a prominent motif in Emile Habibi’s stories and
other writers.

The third stage: Increasing the crisis

An important change took place during the 1980s in the readership to
which the Arab writers in Israel addressed their works. The oriental
orientation of Palestinian fiction, despite the double identity evinced
by this literature, has many attempts to tip the scales toward a
distinctive identity that would break the tie with Israeli reality.
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Discourse of Identity in the Palestinian
Fiction in Israel (1948-1991)

Professor Mahmud Ghanayim
Tel Aviv University

The identity crisis, as the classical political expression in Israel is used
in describing the political life of the Palestinian minority inside Israel,
consists of a feeling which this minority has of belonging to the Muslim
world, Arab nation and the Palestinian people on the one hand and, on
the other, of existing as citizens within the State of Israel, which itself
lives in a state of nearly total hostility with the Arab world and the
Palestinian people.

This study intends to follow the struggle which is operative within the
Palestinian minority as it is reflected in the literary discourse, in prose,
in both novel and short story. As a result of the sharp historical changes
which this minority has undergone during the past forty-three years, it
would be very difficult to disregard the historical-diachronic
perspective when dealing with this topic. While it may be possible to
examine the contents propagated by these texts, | believe that it is also
very important to investigate the effect which this phenomenon has had
on the devices of discourse, the style, the structure and the literary
genres. | will base my investigation into this issue on the hypothesis
that the identity crisis as reflected in the Palestinian literature inside
Israel has deepened and the ways in which it has been expressed have
become more varied over the past forty-three years. However, this path
was quite long and went through a number of stages and turns:

The first stage: An identity dissolved and flattened

In the 1950s, many literary works described the situation in a favorable
light and tried to diminish the Palestinian minority’s feelings of defeat.
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The Mythological Discourse in the Palestinian Popular
Rituals: Ishtar's Statue as a Sample

Professor Ihsan al-Dik
An-Najah National University

This study deals with the primary origins of some popular rituals that
we practice but have already stopped and faded. It investigates them by
resorting to the discourse that accompanied those rituals, analyzing and
interpreting it, and discussing its indications and dimensions in order
to reveal them and connect our present with our past.

The study adopts Ishtar's statue, which has spread, expanded and
reincarnated in the form of the 'Giraffe’, 'Um al-Gaith', and al-Fazza'a
/Scarecrow, and all the sayings that accompanied that statue a sample,
and the popular traditions from our heritage as a field of research.
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title of 'Teacher of the Generation' or 'Philosopher of the Generation’,
which are titles that no one else has ever gained in the cultural and
intellectual field in modern Egypt. These titles indicate the tilt of the
weight of his long-run inspiring cultural and intellectual contributions
over his other significant contributions, whether in the political fields
or the academic fields.
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The Discourse of Enlightenment and Modernism in
Egypt: The Role of Lutfi al-Sayyed and al-Jarida
Newspaper (1907-1915)!

Professor Israel Gershoni
Tel Aviv University

The cultural influence of Ahamd Lutfi al-Sayyed was great and
unprecedented on the young generation, who are considered to be the
leaders who established the culture of Arab printing in Egypt and in the
Arab Middle East. Al-Sayyed constituted a new example of the popular
intellectual who turned into a role-model that inspired a whole
generation of intellectuals, journalists, authors, playwrights and artists,
who occupied essential positions in the designing and formulating the
nature of the culture of Arab printing and its spread in the twentieth
century. For a large number of Egyptian intellectuals, who controlled
the cultural and intellectual production after the First World War, Lutfi
al-Sayyed served as a direct guide and, therefore, they praised him and
glorified his historical role in formulating their intellectual and moral
world. Some of them emerged and made their way by writing their
early articles in al-Jarida newspaper under the supervision and
encouragement of its chief editor, Lutfi al-Sayyed. These promising
intellectuals readily gave al-Sayyed full credit and praised him for his
support when they stood on their own, and made their best to establish
his position as their spiritual father and pioneering founding teacher.
Since the twenties of the twentieth century and throughout the
following years, the name of Lutfi al-Sayyed was associated with the

" This study was conducted by funding from Israel Science Foundation. Grant NO. 185/17
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Religious Terminology and its Influence on the
Conglomeration of National Groups and Bridging
Between Them: The Arab Communists in Mandatory
Palestine and in Israel from 1925-1967

Maysoun Ershead Shehadeh
Bar-1lan University

This article introduces a microscopic study that deals with the
circumstances and motives that lie behind the employment of religious
terminology (RT) by certain Arab politicians and activists from the
Communist Party in Mandatory Palestine and then in the State of Israel.
The study also introduces an interactive chronological classification of
the circumstances that dictated and affected the goals of employing the
religious discourse within the political and national discourse of the
Palestinian Arab members in the Communist Party.

The main conclusion of this study confirms that the religious
terminology was used in the discourse of the communists before and
after the establishment of the State of Israel for the purpose of
achieving legitimacy and dominance in three fields: the Palestinian-
Arab space, the Arab-Jewish, and the cosmopolitan-space that is
identified with communism.

The study also reaches the conclusion that the religious discourse
constituted a tool for the conglomeration of the groups within these
spaces and bridging between them.






Abstracts






AL-MAJALLA

Journal of the Arabic Language Academy

Nazareth, Vol. 10, 2019



